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flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning
to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the
youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with
thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed,
howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and
how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..When Jaafer saw
him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the
case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So
they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they
poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint
ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God
amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof | would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, | have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151)
which | would have discharged; secondly, | desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, | would fain have thee marry
him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the
money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, | make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, | give him to wife such an one, the

daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects

mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave
of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had
given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince,
but none gave him news of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out
homeward]; but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at
him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom | am in quest be come to the like [of the condition] of
yonder sleeping youth, by whom | passed but now, how shall | know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness! How shall | go about in quest of a wight whom |

know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, | should not know?"'.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and
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strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he
fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of
the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply
he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he
was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the
curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his
beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed,
prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face
was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her
heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not

to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who

but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his
chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and
the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME
A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed
him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my
master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, | will grant thee thy desire; and | lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the
Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the
first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be
the mameluke, said, '‘By Allah, it is good!" and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer,
pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).0 son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..? ?? ? ? a.
Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained
the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'l
desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'l am not worthy of her nor am | a match for thee.' The merchant
was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'l will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If | find it reasonable, |
will fall in with thy wish; and if not, | will not do this ever.". There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king
mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and
magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48)
God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and
perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent
moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish
(49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread
dixxx.When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire.
Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet
him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make
ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and
confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted,
and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their
fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of
gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there
presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the
assembly to delight..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, | went out on thine occasion
and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so
thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing.” When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and

answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past | have eaten not nor drunken, and | beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to

dcxi.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused

meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself
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to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by
her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an

exceeding pain in my head; but | trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii
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