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comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy
kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if | go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king
laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'l fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote
him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of
his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the
prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.A certain assessor was one day taken
with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of
window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring
forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall | bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?"
["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her
mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got
wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses
and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman
was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with

her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "l will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".? ? ?

taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him,
and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?'
When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, ‘Grant me time, so | may consider the answer.' 'Go
out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or | will seize thy good.".When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and
the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their
worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him;
whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in
question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,]
and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry
aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every
one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the
town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and | fear him and dare not bespeak

him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, | call you to witness of this for me." And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come

them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun
dxl.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the
utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with
him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, ‘Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed
concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But
he was ashamed to say, 'No," after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse
which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a
padlock..? ? ? ? ? 0. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dcccexl.Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself
mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge
galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon
her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she
took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'l mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that | will go up to the king [and offer
myself to him], and when | come to his presence, | will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, ‘O my sister,
let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' It is well,'
answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to
come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.".?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL
TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and
plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that
he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who

[went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting
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one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee
rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were
present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the
Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of
the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished.™ As for her saying 'God cause thee
rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly
and lo, they were confounded!" (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!" she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like
as he flieth, he falleth." And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind
or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Now the king had a brother, whom he had
imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's
officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then
they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had
been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art
king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne,
donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to
him and many were his troops..Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence
them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the
boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and
laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves
and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their
denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..When Galen heard this, he ordered
the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him
never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier,
"is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".When her husband came home, she said to him, 'l desire to go
a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent
beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her
husband, 'l desire to mount this tree." And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd
fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst." And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..Assemble, ye people of passion, | pray,
iii. 31..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of
thee." When she came to bed with me, | said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then | sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but
arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy,
gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom | rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..? ? ? ? ?
Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and
she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..On like wise, O
king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no,

nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this

lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..When Jemreh heard her
words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, ‘O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will
bring them up to thee.' 'Nay," answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must | go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou
and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, | do but wish to be with them, that they
may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply | may make merry with them, and indeed | swear that needs must | go down to them; else
will | cast myself upon them." And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and | will set thee down beside them..Meanwhile, the governor returned to
the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he
misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them
deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there
be mischief in this sweetmeat, and | will make proof of it upon himself." So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house
and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this

was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not." Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more
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my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom | cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.?STORY
OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the
Poets, The, i. 45..117. The Favourite and her Lover M.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Presently up came the kings of the
Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh
Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may | not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf," answered she, ‘it
behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' ‘True," answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the
palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!" And Queen Wekhimeh said
to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her
troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She
will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.’.? ?
? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man
cccclxx.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my
soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it
thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths,
who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his
army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and
had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..Damascus is all gardens
decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story lii. The End..The eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his
way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his
own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased
not to do thus till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news
of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he passed
through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at him and passed on and took no
heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom | am in quest be come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom |
passed but now, how shall | know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness! How shall | go about in quest of a wight whom | know not and whom, if | saw him face
to face, | should not know?'.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that
the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was
confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes
and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "l entered the bath and it stupefied me and
weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but | trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were

moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp,

A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from painl.? ? ? ?
? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and
when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was
bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and
returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he
was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall,
when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on
his head..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose
marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and
he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the
notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police
feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern

and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by

shear..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..Then | arose and fared on a day and a night, till | came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and
hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for | went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not

but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee." So | told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst
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thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered |. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..Idiot and the
Sharper, The, i. 298..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el
Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, | had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art
counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When
Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard

thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..30. Maan ben Zaideh

together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, | do confess, God's
chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.| seated myself amiddleward the
saloon, misdoubting, and as | sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them
came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth
came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as | was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was
there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from
me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your
noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked
up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught..Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now
the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,]
when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the
crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves
pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then
said he, "This is a boy whom | found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and | reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon
a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way. From that day to this | have gone round about the lands in quest of him,
but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or
ere the day appear..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..? ?? ? ?
How long shall | thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath

ccclxxxv.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.

abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should
do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A
madman! A madman!" Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away
from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well
with thee. | will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble." And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan)
So | became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and
bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour.
So | abode with him a while of time and every night | caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him,

he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than | and hold not aloof from my presence." And | made

delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a
trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt,"
answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. | will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread
over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake
thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy
head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to
thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, | will rise
up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and | will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will
mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk." Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and | will come
back to thee.".Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts
came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread
and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, | was a liar [when | told you] of the dog's climbing upon

the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that | am rich again, | say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit
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broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this

on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What
did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; | will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, ‘God
requite thee with good!" And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves
into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth

hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole.™ (232)
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